THE MONUMENTS
OF LONDON




Big Ben

m Big Ben is the nickname for the Great Bell of
the Great Clock of Westminster, and, by extension,
for the clock tower itself, which stands at the north
end of the Palace of Westminsterin
London. Originally known simply as the Clock Tower,
it was renamed Elizabeth Tower in 2012 to mark
the Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth Il. The clock is
a striking clock with five bells.The tower was
designed by Augustus Pugin in
a Perpendicular Gothic Revival style and was
completed in 1859. It is elaborately decorated with
stone carvings and features symbols related to the
four nations of the United
Kingdom A Latin inscription celebrates Queen
Victoria, in whose reign the palace was built.




Buckingham Palace

m Buckingham Palace is a royal residencein London, and the administrative
headquarters of the monarch of the United Kingdom.Located in the City of
Westminster, the palace is often at the centre of state occasions and royal
hospitality. Originally known as Buckingham House, the building at the core of
today's palace was a large townhouse built for the Duke of Buckingham in 1703 on
a site that had been in private ownership for at least 150 years. It was acquired
by King George lll in 1761 as a private residence for Queen Charlotte and became
known as The Queen's House. During the 19th century it was enlarged by
architects Jonn Nash and Edward Blore, who constructed three wings around a
central courtyard. Buckingham Palace became the London residence of the British
monarch on the accession of Queen Victoria in 1837.



Palace of Westminster

m The Palace of Westminster is the meeting place of the Parliament
of the United Kingdom. It is commonly called the Houses of
Parliament after the House of Commons and the House of
Lords. The palace is the centre of political life in the United
Kingdom. The Palace of Westminster has been a Grade | listed
building since 1970 and part ofa UNESCO World Heritage
Site since 1987. The building was originally constructed in the
eleventh centuryas a royal palace, and was the primary
residence of the kings of England until 1512, when a fire
destroyed the royal apartments. The competition to design the
new palace was won by the architect Charles Barry, who chose
a Gothic Revival style for the building. Construction started in
1840 and lasted for 30 years. Extensive repairs had to be made
afterthe Second World War, including rebuilding the destroyed
Commons chamber.




Tower Bridge

m TowerBridgeis a Gradel
listed combined bascule, suspension, and, until
1960, cantilever bridge[1] in London, built
between 1886 and 1894, designed by Horace
Jones and engineered by John Wolfe Barry with
the help of Henry Marc Brunel.[2] It crosses
the River Thames close to the Tower of
London andis one of five London bridges owned
and maintained by the City Bridge Foundation, a
charitable trust founded in 1282. The bridge was
opened by Edward, Prince of
Wales and Alexandra, Princess of Waleson 30
June 1894. The bridge is 940 feet (290 m) in
length.




Queen Victoria Memorial

m The Victoria Memorial is a monumentto Queen
Victoria, located at the end of The Mall in London by
the sculptor Sir Thomas Brock. Designed in 1901, it
was unveiled on 16 May 1911, though it was not
completed until 1924. It was the centrepiece of an
ambitious urban planning scheme, which included
the creation of the Queen’s Gardens to a design by
Sir Aston Webb, and the refacing of Buckingham
Palace (which stands behind the memorial) by the
same architect.




Westminster Abbey

m  Westminster Abbey, formally titled the Collegiate
Church of Saint Peter at Westminster, is
an Anglican church in the City of Westminster,
London, England. Since 1066, it has beenthe
location of the coronations of 40 English and British
monarchs and a burial site for 18 English, Scottish,
and British monarchs. At least 16 royal weddings have
taken place atthe abbeysince 1100. The church got
its firstlarge building from the 1040s, commissioned
by King Edward the Confessor, whois buried inside.
Construction of the presentchurch beganin 1245 on
the orders of Henry lll. The church's Gothic
architecture is chiefly inspired by 13th-century French
and English styles, although some sections of the
church have earlier Romanesque styles or
later Baroque and modern styles.




Tower of London

m The Tower of London, officially His Majesty's Royal
Palace and Fortress of the Tower of London, isa
historic castle on the north bank of the River
Thames in central London. The Tower of London has
played a prominentrole in English history. It was
besieged several times, and controlling it has been
important to controlling the country. The Tower has
served variously as an armoury, a treasury,

a menagerie, the home of the Royal Mint, a public
record office, and the home of the Crown Jewels of
England. From the early 14th century until the reign
of Charles Il in the 17th century, the monarch would
traditionally prepare for several nights at the Tower,
and lead a procession from there to Westminster
Abbey for their coronation.




Wellington Arch

m The Wellington Arch, also known as the Constitution Arch or (originally) as the Green
Park Arch, is a Grade |-listed triumphal arch by Decimus Burton that forms a
centrepiece of Hyde Park Corner in central London, between the corner where Hyde
Park meets Green Park. It was built in 1825-1827 and was originally intended as
an outer entrance to Buckingham Palace. At first it stood facing the Hyde Park

Screen, but it was moved to its present position in the 1880s. Its original design was
never completed.
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